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Judge Rejected Ehrlichman Offer 


By Maribeth Morris 

Seattle Post-Intelligencer 

SEATTLE — Mo r e 1 1 
Sharp, a Seattle '’’federal 
judge, said yesterday he 
turned down an offerlby for- 
mer White House Chief do- 
mestic adviser John Ehr- 
lichman to head a secret 
White House domestic intel- 
ligence evaluation commit- 
tee. 

The committee later sup- 
plied I information to Water- > 
gate figure James McCord. 

Judge Sharp said he de- 
clined Ehrlichman’s invita- 
tion to coordinate daily re- 
ports' of government intelli- 
gence agencies when he was 
told, in January 1971,- that 
“existence of the committee 
would not be made public.” 

“I was not about to partic- 
ipate in a secret activity,” 
Sharp, said. ; 

Sharp said he attended 
two meetings of representa- 
tives from the FBI, CIA, the 
National Security Agency, 
Secret;. Service, and the de- 
partments of Justice De- 
fense and the Treasury. ..g 

‘President Desired Panel’ 

The first was held in “late 
November or early Decem- 
ber.” 1970, and was a “gen- 
eral discussion focused on 
the how and why of such a 
committee” — a committee 
that Ehrlichman told Sharp 
the President desired, Sharp 
said, t ! 

The second meeting of in- 
telligence representatives 
that Sharp said he attended 
was on or shortly after Jan. 

II, 1971. 

Present were John Dean 

III, then the President’s 
counsel, and Robert Mar- 
dian, who had just been as- 
signed as chief of the Justice 
Department’s Internal Secu- 
rity Division. 

It was at that meeting, 
Sharp said, he learned the 
existence of the committee 
itself would be kept secret. 


“I did not want to partici- 
pate in any private activity, 
particularly if the commit- 
tee was-to operate in secret. 

“I talked to Ehrlichman, 
Dean . and Mitchell about 
this. reluctance (to take 
the job as coordinator ) was 
accepted by them. c 
Justice Department 

“It .was then I.was told for 
the first time ..that the com- 
mittee would ■ function . as 
part of the Internal Security 
Division (of the Justice De- 
partment) instead of as a 
White House committee, as I 
had understood it would be. 

“I dropped out then (be- 
fore the committee was ac- 
tually formed) and whatever 
they did and how far they 
went (supplying information 
to McCord) I never knew.” 

Ehrlichman’s Neighbor* 

Sharp went to Washington, 

D C., the first time shortly 
after he was defeated in 
September, 1970, as State 
Supreme Court Justice. 

A month afterwards, 
Sharp said he received a 
call from Ehrlichman, 
whom he had known as a 
1'cUow lawyer and as , a 
neigjpsor in Bellevue, Wash. 

“He. gsked if I would be 
interested in coming back to 
Washington, D.C. because 
he had several projects in 
mind,” Sharp recounted. 

In late October, 1970, 
Sharp w e n t o Washington, 
where Ehrlichman told him 
of the intelligence project. 

The “project,” Sharp said 
Ehrlichman told him, was to 
coordinate intelligence agen- 
cies’ reports because “the 
President felt there was 
very little coordination be- 
tween these agencies and 
separate reports were of lit- 
tle value.” 

-y 



JUDGE SHARP 

He said no 



Hoover ‘Reluctant’ 

“(J.' Edgar) Hoover (the 
late director of the FBI) was 
at the time being subjected 
to criticism and was particu- 
larly reluctant to cooperate 
with such a committee and 



While a decision was being 
made at the White House 
level whether to form the 
committee, Sharp said: 


